
THE ACADEMIC COMMON MARKET 
 
What is it? 
The Academic Common Market (ACM) is a cooperative tuition-reduction agreement among 16 Southern 
Regional Education Board states: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West 
Virginia.  If the public institutions in Kentucky do not offer the degree program you wish to study, it may be 
possible to arrange for a waiver of out-of state tuition at a cooperating public college or university in one of the 
ACM participating states. 
 
Which programs are eligible? 
There are more than 200 out-of-state programs currently available to Kentucky residents at in-state tuition 
through the ACM.  Additional programs may be added on request; however, they must be programs that are 
not available at a public institution in Kentucky and are offered by a public institution in one of the participating 
states.  Auburn University (AL) restricts ACM access to a few juniors and seniors on a competitive basis.  
Georgia State University, Clemson University (SC), the College of William and Mary (VA), and all institutions in 
the states of Florida, North Carolina, and Texas participate in the ACM only at the graduate program level.  
The University of Virginia, Virginia Commonwealth University, James Madison University (VA), Mary 
Washington College (VA), and College of Charleston (SC) do not participate.  The list of eligible programs and 
institutions are subject to change.  
 
How can I get my program added to the ACM? 
ACM policy requires that the requested program must be clearly unlike degree programs offered in state. To 
meet this requirement, at least 50 percent of the courses in the requested program must be different from 
courses available in a similar program offered in Kentucky. To request that a program be added to the ACM, 
send a copy of the program description, course list with descriptions, and program website link to the state 
coordinator. If it is determined that a similar program is not available in Kentucky, the state coordinator will 
request that the program be added to the ACM.  The university offering the program decides whether or not to 
make it available through the ACM. 

 
What do I have to do to participate in the ACM? 
First, you must apply to the university for admission through the school’s regular admissions process.  After 
you have been accepted, you must send a copy of your acceptance letter from the university and a completed 
ACM residency application with appropriate supporting documents to the state coordinator.  
  
What happens then? 
When these items are received and approved, the state coordinator will notify the appropriate university official 
that you have been approved by Kentucky for ACM participation.  You will receive a copy of that notice.  From 
that point on, you will be charged in-state tuition as long as you are enrolled each fall and spring semester, do 
not change majors, and maintain your Kentucky residency.  If one of these changes takes place, you will need 
to be recertified by the state coordinator.  Otherwise, no further action is needed after the initial certification. 
 
The Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship Program: 
ACM participation is the only way KEES awards can be used out of state.  Once approved for the ACM, 
payment of your KEES award will be automatically coordinated with your institution each semester.  For 
additional information about KEES, visit http://www.kheaa.com/prog_keeshome.html. 
 
For more information, including the programs currently offered, visit: 
http://cpe.ky.gov/policies/academicinit/SREB/ACM.htm or contact: 
 
Jo Carole Ellis, ACM State Coordinator 
PO Box 798 
Frankfort, KY  40602-0798 
502.696.7442 
jcellis@kheaa.com 
 


